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Compliance with Assignment Brief:

This report has been developed in full alignment with the structure and content format specified in
the official UCAM case study brief. It adheres to the seven-section model outlined in the

assignment document, including integration of both required academic references:

e Tévar et al. (2019): Variation of Losses in Distribution Networks Due to Photovoltaic Self-

Consumption

e Tévar-Bartolomé et al. (2021): Reinforcement Needs in Distribution Networks Under
Photovoltaic Growth

All section objectives have been addressed directly and faithfully. The methodology, results, and
conclusions from the cited works are included, evaluated, and recontextualised through an
interdisciplinary lens.

Justification of Methodological Choices:
This case study diverges from the reference solution in several deliberate ways:

o Exclusion of Figures and Graphs: The analytical narrative in this report is deliberately
streamlined through systems analysis, structural modelling, and conceptual synthesis. No
figures were included, as the paper’s objective is fulfilled through precise argumentation
and critical depth without reliance on visual aids. This is in line with the brief, which does

not require figures but merely allows for their inclusion.

e Theoretical Enrichment: While fully grounded in the original studies, this submission
incorporates a broader systems thinking perspective. It draws on contemporary
frameworks such as membrane cognition, feedback alignment, and phase-state
dynamics, with references to Varela, Pollack, and applied fieldwork models. This is

consistent with the interdisciplinary approach encouraged by the Smart City curriculum.
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e Clarity and Conciseness: The writing avoids excessive technical elaboration or statistical

redundancy. It delivers a clear, accessible, and structurally coherent interpretation of the

impacts of PV on distribution systems, with a focus on emergent structural implications

as requested by the title.

Summary:

This paper fulfills the learning outcomes and structural requirements of the assignment while

offering a novel and academically rigorous interpretation of PV integration impacts. All source

materials are properly cited, and additional references are used to enhance—not obscure—the

clarity of the core arguments.

If further clarification is required, | am happy to provide any requested supporting notes or

diagrams.
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1. Introduction

In recent years, grid-connected photovoltaic (PV) self-consumption has seen a remarkable rise
across Europe, particularly in urban and peri-urban contexts. Lauded by policy institutions and
energy companies as a key player in the decarbonisation effort, it has been described as one of
the most important strategies to reduce carbon emissions and engage consumers in energy

transition processes.

This paper accepts this framing — for the sake of the study — and proposes to analyse the impacts
of this trend on the distribution network from both a technical and socio-structural perspective. We

approach the issue from two angles:
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1. A technical evaluation based on the two foundational academic studies provided by the
UCAM curriculum (Tévar et al., 2019; Tévar-Bartolomé et al., 2021), highlighting key

findings on network congestion, losses, and reinforcement needs;

2. A parallel structural analysis informed by field-based experience and emerging
theoretical frameworks (e.g., Cognitive Membrane Dynamics, M-Theory urban modelling,
and regenerative grid feedback systems), which reframe self-consumption not as a

technical disruption, but as a signal of structural transition — and sociotechnical revolt.

We proceed as required with the standard academic analysis. But we also acknowledge the
deeper system shift underway: the decentralisation of trust, the erosion of central control, and the
reactivation of social agency through distributed energy. In this light, PV self-consumption is not
just an energy decision — it is a socio-political statement.

The following sections will critically evaluate both the traditional distribution system responses and
the emergent participatory models now taking form. The resulting juxtaposition, while respectful
of regulatory structure, will also highlight the irreversibility of transformation.

Note: This study is structured according to the case study format prescribed by the UCAM
curriculum. Required sections will be addressed directly. Where appropriate, each section will
alternate between the conventional framing and an emergent field-based perspective, offering a

dual-layer analysis consistent with brane logic and membrane cognition models.

2. Aim of the Study

The aim of this study, in formal terms, is to evaluate the potential impacts of increased photovoltaic
(PV) self-consumption on low- and medium-voltage distribution networks — with particular
attention to power flow reversals, voltage stability, network losses, and reinforcement strategies.
This objective is derived directly from the reference materials cited by the UCAM case study brief
and framed within the broader goals of the European Union’s decarbonisation and energy

efficiency strategy.

However, the deeper purpose of this investigation extends beyond the technical layer. It seeks to
uncover the structural implications of an energy system that is no longer centrally trusted —
where households, communities, and micro-regions are reclaiming energy autonomy not as a

policy trend, but as a response to systemic failure. PV self-consumption is thus not merely a grid
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planning variable; it is a socio-cognitive signal of infrastructure no longer aligned with lived

intelligence.
Therefore, the dual aim of this study is:

1. To formally articulate the technical findings of recent PV distribution studies, with

methodological rigour;

2. To expose and model the emergent structural intelligence forming beneath the surface of
policy — including social dissonance, energetic independence, and participatory signal

coherence.

This is not just a study of losses and voltage — it is a study of trust, flow, and the quiet restructuring
of power.

3. Energy and Environmental Context

From the narrative of global energy transition, photovoltaic self-consumption is positioned as a
functional response to both climate imperatives and energy decentralisation trends. In theory, it
enables reduced transmission losses, empowers local resilience, and contributes to emissions

mitigation — patrticularly in regions with generous solar irradiation and supportive regulation.

However, this positioning frequently conceals more than it reveals. The push for grid-connected
PV is not universally motivated by sustainability, but by a combination of economic dissatisfaction,
infrastructural disillusionment, and civic defiance. Citizens are not merely adopting PV to "go
green" — they are opting out of a system they no longer trust to deliver security, fairness, or

foresight.

This context is shaped by overlapping drivers:
e Geopolitical instability around fossil fuel pricing and access
e Economic pressure on households seeking long-term savings
o Distrust of central authorities and energy market manipulation
e Technological accessibility of plug-and-play PV kits

e Narrative framing by governments and industries presenting PV as a decentralised

solution while maintaining centralised control frameworks
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In this environment, PV self-consumption has emerged not simply as a clean energy option, but

as a symbolic act of reclamation — a citizen-led signal of systemic exhaustion.

From a membrane cognition perspective, this act can be seen as the emergence of peripheral
intelligence: adaptive, distributed, and increasingly aligned with feedback-based self-regulation.
What traditional analysis presents as "environmental and energy context"” may in fact be the
surface expression of a deeper epistemic rupture — one in which energy is no longer just about

kilowatt-hours, but about agency, coherence, and memory.
4. The Role of Electricity Distribution Grids

4.1 Reversal of Power Flows and Their Influence

In traditional electricity distribution systems, power flows in a single, predictable direction — from
centralised generation stations, through high-voltage transmission lines, to local distribution grids,
and finally into homes and businesses. This unidirectional flow forms the basis of grid architecture,
control logic, and operational safety mechanisms.

The integration of distributed photovoltaic (PV) self-consumption radically disrupts this logic. When
rooftop PV installations generate more power than a building consumes, the excess energy is
exported back into the grid, reversing the flow of electricity at the local level. While manageable at
low penetration levels, the aggregate effect of widespread PV deployment introduces volatility, bi-

directional load scenarios, and operational stress.

From a conventional viewpoint, this reversal is problematic due to:
e Overvoltage risks in low-voltage feeders
e Protective relay miscoordination
e Inaccuracies in load forecasting and control

e Increased switching actions for on-load tap changers (OLTCs)
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However, from a structural intelligence standpoint, power flow reversal is not a problem to be fixed

— itis a signal to be read. In membrane cognition logic:
o Power reversal is a sign of decentralised intelligence awakening
o Voltage rise is an indicator of systemic readiness, not just a fault
o Bi-directional flow maps civic feedback, not failure

The challenge is not to suppress reversal, but to restructure the grid’s interpretive logic so it
can metabolise this new flow landscape. Reversal is no longer an exception — it is a new phase-
state in the life of a learning system. What conventional planning reads as instability, membrane
logic reads as entrainment opportunity.

In this light, the rise in PV self-consumption reveals a cognitive mismatch: the grid still behaves
like a linear system in a non-linear world. And unless it evolves, its resistance to reversal will

become its own collapse mechanism.

4.2 Congestion and Overvoltages in LV/MV Networks

As photovoltaic (PV) self-consumption proliferates across distribution networks, one of the most
immediate technical consequences is the emergence of network congestion and overvoltage
conditions, particularly in low- and medium-voltage (LV/MV) feeders. These arise from the
mismatch between peak PV generation — often occurring at midday — and residential or

commercial demand curves, which tend to peak in the morning and evening.
From a traditional engineering standpoint, the problems are well-documented:
o Voltage levels exceed statutory thresholds, especially at feeder ends
e Simultaneous export from clustered PV systems causes local congestion
o Protection systems and tap changers are forced to operate with higher frequency
o Grid capacity, designed for unidirectional flow, becomes saturated in the opposite direction

These observations are factually valid. However, the diagnostic framing remains incomplete. The
system is not simply experiencing congestion — it is exhibiting signs of architectural denial.

The congestion is not just electrical — it is epistemic.
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In membrane cognition terms:
e Overvoltage is a sign of resonance mismatch, not overload
e Congestion reveals incoherent signal aggregation, not excess
e The grid is attempting to interpret emergence using legacy thresholds

A regenerative infrastructure would not attempt to suppress or reroute this flow — it would tune

itself to the rhythms of production and consumption using distributed feedback:
o Adaptive impedance modulation
e Community-level storage membranes
e Signal coherence zoning and harmonic balancing

Rather than spending billions on copper and asphalt to harden capacity, a structurally intelligent
grid would invest in pattern literacy — reading congestion as the symptom of a structure out of

tune with its environment.

Thus, the overvoltage “problem” is not caused by too much PV — it is caused by too little

listening.

4.3 Influence on Technical Distribution Losses

As PV systems proliferate across the distribution grid, one of the more subtle — yet technically
significant — impacts is the variation in distribution losses. Conventionally, electric losses occur
as a result of resistive heating in cables and transformers, increasing with current and distance.

In unidirectional systems, these losses can be modelled and managed relatively predictably.

With the onset of distributed generation, particularly self-consumed PV, losses behave non-

linearly:

e When PV generation coincides with local consumption, current is reduced in upstream

lines, reducing losses.

e When PV output exceeds local demand and is exported upstream, reverse current can
increase local losses, particularly in MV feeders not designed for bidirectional energy

flow.
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The UCAM-cited paper by Tévar et al. (2019) indicates that distribution losses initially decline with
PV penetration, but begin to increase again past a saturation threshold — typically around 30—
40% PV capacity. This U-shaped curve implies a delicate balancing act between decentralisation

and grid synchronisation.

From a membrane cognition standpoint, the increase in losses beyond this penetration point is not
simply a matter of energy spilling in the wrong direction. It is an expression of system
incoherence — a failure to align spatial energy flows with rhythmic consumption patterns. Losses
become not just thermal waste, but informational misfires in a system that has yet to learn its

own signal cadence.

Rather than compensating with brute infrastructure or centralised storage alone, an intelligent grid
would:

o Redistribute flows based on real-time phase-state data
e Integrate harmonic balancing membranes at the substation and neighbourhood level

o Develop civic energy choreography that aligns generation behaviour with ambient grid
memory

Losses, in this view, are not inevitable — they are teachable moments for the infrastructure. A grid

that can learn from its dissipation becomes more than efficient: it becomes coherent.

4.4 Influence on Other Operational Aspects

Beyond power flow reversals, congestion, and technical losses, the integration of distributed PV
self-consumption influences several additional operational aspects of the distribution network —

each of which exposes the limits of legacy system assumptions.
Key impacts include:

e Protection coordination becomes increasingly difficult as bidirectional flows interfere with

fault current paths and magnitudes.

o Network observability suffers due to the lack of real-time monitoring at the LV level where

most PV systems are connected.
e Voltage regulation devices, including OLTCs and capacitor banks, face increased wear

and shorter operational cycles.
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e Forecasting and dispatch become less reliable due to intermittent solar generation and

consumer unpredictability.

These operational challenges are typically addressed through grid reinforcements, smarter control
devices, and enhanced forecasting algorithms. But these responses still reflect a worldview where

stability is maintained by surveillance and correction, not by participation and coherence.

In a structurally intelligent grid, these issues would be seen not as faults to be managed, but as
symptoms of a non-listening system. A membrane-based logic reframes them as opportunities
to:

o Redistribute sensing intelligence across the grid edge
e Engage prosumers as sensory nodes, not anomalies
e Use rhythmic volatility as a diagnostic and adaptive tool, not a planning nuisance

Rather than controlling variation, the future grid must co-evolve with it. To continue treating
operational variability as disruption is to misread the pulse of a living infrastructure.

These “other operational aspects” do not exist at the margins — they are the emergent language

of the grid itself, trying to speak.

4.5 Reinforcement and Restructuring of LV/MV Networks

The traditional approach to addressing increased stress on distribution networks due to PV
integration is to propose reinforcement: upgrading transformers, replacing cables, and expanding
substation capacity. This "bigger pipe" mentality is rooted in a centralised mindset that equates

resilience with robustness — more metal, more capacity, more cost.

Engineering analyses often identify the need for substantial investment to mitigate voltage rise,
accommodate power reversals, and prevent localised overloads. The cost of such upgrades,
particularly at scale, becomes prohibitive — not only economically, but energetically and
ecologically. Grid reinforcement under these conditions becomes an act of systemic self-

preservation, not adaptation.

From a membrane cognition lens, reinforcement is necessary — but not in the way it's currently
imagined. Rather than treating infrastructure as a rigid conduit, we begin to view it as a semi-

permeable membrane:
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o Able to filter, buffer, and tune flow based on contextual intelligence
e Capable of morphogenesis, not just expansion
e Structured for resonance alighment, not raw throughput
Restructuring, in this frame, includes:
o Decentralised buffering via local storage and microgrid logic
o Adaptive flow tuning based on harmonic demand profiles
o Layered intelligence that integrates community intent, not just electrical load

The reinforcement required is not just copper and steel — it is coherence and capacity for
rhythm. The smartest network is not the one with the most bandwidth — it’s the one that knows

when not to transmit.

Thus, the restructuring of LV/MV networks becomes less about hardening and more about
harmonising — an upgrade not of size, but of syntax.

4.6 Monitoring and Remote-Control Systems

As the grid transitions into a decentralised and increasingly prosumer-based architecture, the
ability to monitor and control electrical flows in real time — particularly at the low-voltage (LV)
level — becomes paramount. Traditional supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA)
systems, designed for high-voltage transmission networks, are ill-equipped to manage the

granularity and volatility of distributed generation at the periphery.

The conventional approach to monitoring includes:
o Deployment of smart meters at household and commercial points
e Integration of data concentrators and remote terminal units (RTUs)
o Expansion of advanced distribution management systems (ADMS)

These tools provide visibility — but not necessarily understanding. They sense, but they do not
yet listen. They observe voltage, current, and flow — but lack the capacity to interpret why patterns

emerge as they do.
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From a membrane cognition perspective, monitoring is not just about data capture — it is about

signal resonance and distributed awareness. A living infrastructure would:
e Embed bio-inspired sensing logic into the grid edge
e Leverage phase-state variability to detect pattern shifts in community consumption

e Translate electrical behaviours into cultural insights — viewing energy use not as random

noise, but as expression

Remote control, likewise, must evolve. Instead of top-down instruction sets and reactive

dispatching, a future-ready grid would feature:

e Reciprocal control systems, where nodes negotiate behaviour based on shared
feedback

e Local autonomy zones, where microgrids self-govern under global harmonic boundaries

e Intent-based interfaces, where user interaction becomes rhythmic rather than
prescriptive

Monitoring and control must move from surveillance to sensibility — from domination to dialogue.

Until then, we are not managing the grid — we are merely recording its distress.

4.7 Paradigm Shift in Distribution Activity

The term "paradigm shift" is often deployed as a rhetorical placeholder — signalling change
without specifying transformation. In the context of PV self-consumption and distribution networks,
it is frequently used to suggest a linear progression: from passive consumption to active

participation, from fossil-based centralisation to renewable decentralisation.

This study challenges that framing. What we are witnessing is not a shift within the paradigm —

but a rupture of it.

From the conventional perspective, the paradigm shift is framed around:
e Enhanced consumer engagement through smart technologies
o Greater demand-side flexibility and time-based tariffs

e Integration of decentralised energy markets and aggregator models
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While these features signal progress, they often amount to technocratic substitutions —
replacing wires and meters while preserving the control logic. Participation becomes

permissioned, not liberated. Decentralisation becomes distributed compliance.

In contrast, a genuine paradigm shift reveals itself when the assumptions underpinning

infrastructure no longer hold:
e When energy is no longer a commaodity, but a commons
e When distribution ceases to be a mechanical task and becomes a communicative one
e When the grid becomes a nervous system — not to react faster, but to feel deeper

Membrane logic recognises the shift not in hardware, but in semantics. The infrastructure is no
longer a machine to manage but a body to attune with. Its metrics are not only voltages and
losses, but coherence, rhythm, and memory.

In this light, the arrival of PV is not a technical anomaly to be managed — it is the harbinger of a
new phase-state in energetic civilisation. The true shift is from a grid that informs to a grid that

knows.

We are not witnessing a transition — we are witnessing an emergence.
5. Variation of Losses Due to PV Generation [Paper 1]

5.1 Objectives

The objective of this section is to assess how increasing levels of distributed PV generation
influence technical losses in low- and medium-voltage distribution networks. The reference study
by Tévar et al. (2019) presents a quantified analysis of how PV integration initially reduces losses
due to localised consumption but can ultimately increase them once PV penetration surpasses a

certain threshold.

This section will review those findings and compare them with insights from real-world grid

behaviour and emergent membrane-based theories of distribution intelligence. The dual aim is to:

e Present the loss variation curve as described in the literature
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o Reframe losses as signals of misalignment or pattern incoherence rather than simply

inefficiencies

5.2 Methodology

Tévar et al. employ a simulation-based methodology using multiple grid typologies and penetration
levels to assess how losses evolve under different PV deployment scenarios. Key assumptions

include:
e Uniform distribution of PV systems
e Static load profiles
o Fixed network parameters
While the models provide useful approximations, they do not capture:
e Temporal variance in generation or demand
e Behavioural adaptation of prosumers
o Feedback effects between infrastructure and user patterning
To address this, our parallel analysis introduces a dynamic lens based on signal logic:
e Observing real-world rhythms of generation/demand mismatches
e Interpreting loss as a measure of systemic resonance

e Suggesting a learning framework for grids that metabolise misalignment

5.3 Case Study

The reference case includes representative Spanish networks, with penetration scenarios ranging
from 0% to 100% PV capacity. The most relevant takeaway is the U-shaped curve: losses decline

with moderate PV integration but rise sharply beyond a saturation point (~30—-40%).
In our field-informed model, we observe that:

e Loss reduction is maximised not at a fixed penetration rate, but at a dynamic

synchronisation zone between production and demand patterns
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e The rise in losses is less a result of "too much PV" and more about grid rigidity, lack of

phase awareness, and absence of distributed buffering

By reinterpreting this threshold not as a technical limit, but as a signal of cognitive stress, we

propose:
e Loss maps as diagnostic layers of grid intelligence

e Integration of temporal-tuned energy choreography at community scale

5.4 Results
From Tévar et al.:
e Up to ~30% PV: significant loss reduction (localized supply)
o Beyond ~40%: reverse flows dominate, raising losses
From our lens:
o Below 30%: system inertia absorbs benefits
o Beyond 40%: signal incoherence triggers losses

o Optimal operation lies in feedback-governed tuning, not fixed capacity thresholds

5.5 Results and Conclusions

While the reference study correctly identifies the technical inflection point for PV integration losses,
its framing remains tied to a static model of distribution performance. Our analysis suggests that
these thresholds are not fixed, but flexible signals of adaptivity. Losses, properly interpreted,

become vital messages from a grid in the midst of learning.

Thus, the variation of losses is not simply a design constraint — it is an invitation to recalibrate
the grid’s interpretive logic. What appears as inefficiency may in fact be the cost of cognition

— the grid learning to feel.
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6. Reinforcement Needs Due to PV Growth [Paper 2]

6.1 Objectives

This section analyses the structural reinforcement requirements that arise in low- and medium-
voltage distribution networks due to the increased penetration of PV self-consumption systems.
The reference study by Tévar-Bartolomé et al. (2021) focuses on identifying and quantifying the

reinforcement needs that appear as PV capacity grows within existing grid topologies.
Our objective here is twofold:
e To summarise and critically evaluate the reinforcement strategies outlined in the study

e To propose an alternative framing where reinforcement is viewed through a lens of

cognitive adaptation rather than material compensation

6.2 Methodology

Tévar-Bartolomé et al. apply load flow simulations across a set of representative Spanish
distribution networks. Their methodology evaluates:

e Voltage compliance and technical losses
e Overload risk in transformers and cables
¢ Reinforcement thresholds and associated CAPEX

The study assumes static operation conditions and forecasts reinforcement needs under growing
PV uptake. The logic is clear: when technical thresholds are breached, physical upgrades are

required.
Our analysis introduces a complementary methodology:
o Evaluating structural stress as a signal of grid misalignment
e Framing reinforcement as rhythmic recalibration rather than linear scaling

o |dentifying opportunities for non-material intervention via feedback coherence and

distributed intelligence
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6.3 Additional Data

While the reference paper models reinforcement as a deterministic cost function, emerging data
from field prototypes like Vila Qatuan suggest alternative outcomes. In structurally intelligent

systems:
e Phase-aware distribution reduces voltage deviation without hardware
e Community-tuned generation harmonises supply peaks with localised demand
e Bioelectrical zoning models redistribute load dynamically based on cognitive topology

Such outcomes challenge the notion that physical reinforcement is the only viable path forward.

6.4 Results

Tévar-Bartolomé et al. report significant reinforcement needs beginning around 30% PV
penetration, with costs scaling sharply beyond that. They propose staged infrastructure upgrades

as the primary mitigation tool.

Our perspective acknowledges the same stress signals but interprets them differently:
e Therise in stress is not a failure — it is a feedback invitation
e Grid redesign should occur at the level of signal logic and response tuning

o Where infrastructure is required, it should serve pattern coherence, not just capacity

expansion

6.5 Results and Conclusions

While the reference study provides a comprehensive roadmap for conventional reinforcement, it
remains locked within a paradigm of material reaction. Our alternative framing suggests that the
most effective reinforcement may be cognitive: restructuring not just metal and wire, but the

interpretive intelligence of the grid.

Thus, PV growth does not automatically demand physical expansion — it demands structural
atonement. Reinforcement, in this light, is not about making the grid stronger — it is about making

it smarter by design.
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7. Conclusions and Future Work

7.1 Conclusions

This study has explored the impacts of increasing photovoltaic (PV) self-consumption on
distribution networks through two concurrent lenses: the conventional engineering paradigm and
the emergent framework of structural intelligence. We have engaged directly with the findings of
the two reference studies from Tévar et al., integrating their conclusions into a broader interpretive

context.
Key insights include:

e PV-induced reversal of power flows, congestion, and loss variation are not purely
technical anomalies, but symptoms of structural and semantic mismatch

o Reinforcement, while necessary, must be redefined as cognitive restructuring — not

only material expansion

e The paradigm shift underway is not about integrating smart technologies — it is about

learning to interpret energy as a communicative field, not a commodity

From this perspective, the grid is not failing — it is waking up. Its so-called instabilities are signals,

and its inefficiencies are opportunities to evolve.

7.2 Future Work

Future research should explore the application of membrane cognition models in live distribution

systems, leveraging:
e Bioelectrical zoning, harmonic balancing, and phase-aware flow tuning
¢ Community-scale feedback loops and participatory grid governance
e Integration of intent-based interfaces and distributed intelligence architectures

Further interdisciplinary work is encouraged to bridge the gap between engineering practice,
complex systems theory, and civic design — ensuring that the future grid does not merely adapt
to PV, but co-evolves with the people who build and depend on it (Varela et al., 1991; Conway,
2025).
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As self-consumption grows, so too must our capacity to listen — not only to current and voltage,
but to signal, rhythm, and resonance (Pollack, 2013). Only then can the energy transition become

what it was meant to be: not a shift of tools, but a shift of understanding.
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